The Framwellgate Moor years

Looking at the 1881 census record more closely it seems Jane B Wright was born in Cockfield (also in Co. Durham), the Lodger (James Todd) is 63 and a pensioner retired from the army. I wonder if HE is the bloke that had all the army uniform gear that Maureen mentioned? He’d certainly be of an age when he COULD have fought in the FIRST Boer war. Then again so was James Lewis as the First Boer war ended on 23rd March and the census took place on the 3rd of April. If he was in South Africa until the bitter end then he may well have had time to come home to Framwellgate

Cockfield is near West Auckland. See map.
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Framwellgate Moor isn't actually in Durham but a place of it's own, see map
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In fact it's damn near Pity Me isn't it. As it states James was a coal miner in 1891(he was still one in 1901) then where is the nearest Pit? 

There is no Brick Row in Framwellgate any more, trust me, I've looked.

Here is a map from 1888 showing the nearby collierys, as you can see Framwellgate Moor does indeed have a pit:
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Here is a chart of how many men worked there

	Employment:
	Year 
Pit 
 Total
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 Below
 Above
1854
Working
1873
Fire clay
1896
715
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216
1902
527
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125
56
1924
Abandoned 7/11/24



In 1891 they were working the Hutton and Busty seams apparently.

A short history of Framwellgate Colliery

Framwellgate Colliery was sunk in 1841 and closed in 1925. It was on the site now occupied by the County Council Repair depot and, to people living locally, it was known as Framwellgate Moor Old Pit. What they referred to as a waggonway ran from the Old Pit, in the direction of Sacriston, to the New Pit or Cater House Colliery – also known as Dryburn Grange Colliery. 

Coal from the New Pit was brought down to the Old Pit and coal from both of them was then taken by rail to where the Remand Centre and Frankland Prison are now. When the Old Pit was first sunk the line went in the direction of East Moor Leazes; deviated a little to run between East Moor Leazes and Union Hall down to the river Wear. It crossed the Wear by means of a wooden bridge and a stationary engine (Bees Bank Engine) hauled the trucks up Bees Bank. From Bees Bank Engine the line ran towards Leamside and on via Houghton-le-Spring to staithes on the Wear. 

After the Frankland viaduct was built the Framwellgate Moor Waggonway was diverted and ran between the Remand Centre and the Prison to Frankland junction. From there the coal was taken over the viaduct to Leamside and on to staithes at Sunderland. 

Unearthing the mining days of a city's modern suburb

By David Simpson
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	Framwellgate Moor Colliery, or Old Pit, was once the heart of the mining community in Framwellgate Moor


When it started life as a mining village in about 1838, Framwellgate Moor was surrounded by open fields. Its development as a suburb of Durham City came later, in the second half of the 20th Century.

The northern end of the village was marked by St Aidan's church, which is still there, tucked away behind the eastern side of Framwellgate Moor's Front Street. It was the last building in the village. 

Beyond lay the separate village of Pity Me, then half a mile across fields to the north. 

At the south end of Framwellgate Moor village, on the western side of Front Street, stood the Salutation Inn, not the Salutation Inn of today, which dates from 1960, but its predecessor. It appears on the first edition Ordnance Survey map back in the 1850s map but probably came into being a decade earlier. 

Front Street was once part of the Great North Road, the region's busiest highway, but today part of Front Street at the Salutation has restricted access, with only buses allowed to make the full journey along the street. 

The Salutation seems rather isolated from the rest of the old village. 

The story of any colliery village must begin with its colliery, and this stood half a mile North-East of the village. 

It could be reached from the Salutation crossroads (now a roundabout), along an open country road called Pit Lane. 

Houses now stand along the course of this lane, now called Finchale Road in its lower reaches. It is the headquarters for Durham County fire brigade, erected in 1957 on the site of High Carr House Farm. 

Nearby is a collection of shops alongside the Happy Wanderer pub. This street is an alternative focal point for Framwellgate Moor, but represents suburban development of the 1950s and 1960s. 

It should not be confused with the earlier village's Front Street, to the north, where there are also many shops. 

Further along Pit Lane, near the entrance to Newton Hall housing estate, is a collection of old houses. 

Of early Victorian origin, they once housed a mining community linked to Framwellgate Moor. It was known locally as Old Pit, and stood alongside Framwellgate Moor Colliery - also called Old Pit. 
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	Low Carr House Farm, now Newton Hall Community Centre, dates from 1751


The old houses are in marked contrast to those on Newton Hall estate across the road, but Low Carr House Farm (Newton Hall Community Centre) can just be seen among the estate's modern houses, bearing the date 1751. 

Old Pit's houses comprise of terraces called Old Pit Lane, Old Pit Terrace, Cross Row and houses called The Carrs. 

Colliery officials, like the pit manager and chief engineer, once lived here. 

Much of the area along this stretch of the road consists of light industries, like garages, but most activity is centred upon Durham County Council's repair depot, which occupies the site of the colliery itself. 
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	Old Pit Terrace, where members of the area's mining community lived


The Northern Coal Mining Company sunk the colliery in 1838 on land belonging to the Reverend Hopper-Williamson, but the company failed due to rising costs. 

Quicksand in the alluvial strata caused problems sinking the pit. 

Fortunately, the mine's development was taken over by new owners, and the pit finally opened in 1841. J Bell and Hunter and Lord Londonderry were early owners but, before the 1890s, it was under the ownership of Framwellgate Coal and Coke Company Ltd. 

In 1894, a second pit, a mile to the west, was added to the colliery and was variously known as Caterhouse Pit, Dryburn Grange Colliery or New Pit. 

The site of this pit lies in a wedge of land between the A167 Pity Me bypass and the Sacriston road. 

New Pit and Old Pit were linked by a wagonway that ran through fields between Framwellgate Moor and Pity Me, forming a line of demarcation between the two communities. 

A colliery locomotive called Cetewayo, named after a Zulu warrior, served the wagonway for many years. 

Housing development in recent decades has caused Framwellgate Moor and Pity Me to virtually merge, but the course of the wagonway, now a path, can be seen on either side of Front Street between the two villages. 

On the western side of Front Street, the path runs from the site of New Pit alongside the Pity Me electricity station, where it emerges on to the street. 

Here, the wagonway once crossed the road by means of a level crossing that has now gone. 

In early days, a cabin stood here, in which a man controlled the road traffic. 

He also apparently doubled up as a school attendance officer or kid catcher and looked out for truants. 

Unfortunately, in June 1905, the driver of a fish cart was killed at this crossing after colliery trucks travelling between the two pits struck the cart as it made its way along the road. 

East of Front Street, the wagonway was built along a raised embankment stra-ight through the boggy, low-lying land called the Carrs that are still there today. The Carrs separated Pity Me and Framwellgate Moor from the community at Old Pit. 

Drier land on the South side of the old wagonway is now occupied by Framwellgate Moor Comprehensive School. 

The path of the old wagonway emerged at the colliery site (the council depot) and then crossed Pit Lane by another level crossing. 

The wagonway's course from here can be traced between Bolton Close and Raby Road in Newton Hall housing estate, before it disappears among estate streets like Litchfield Road and York Crescent. 

It eventually crossed the River Wear by a wooden bridge at East Moor Leazes near Finchale Priory and later, after 1857, by the great stone viaduct that still crosses the river near Brasside. From here, it was taken to coal staiths near Sunderland.

